
What to Do When You Cannot Visit Colleges? 

We’ve long felt that the campus visit was 

the best way to learn about the colleges 

you are considering.  By visiting, prospec-

tive would be able to determine fit, to iden-

tify specific areas in which you can contrib-

ute and ways in which you will benefit by 

attending the institution. They could use 

their visit to make quality contacts with 

college professors, curriculum advisors, 

admissions officers, and students.   
 

But now, with campuses closed due to the 

coronavirus outbreak and with students 

sent home to complete the semester 

online, high school juniors need to go to 

make use of other types of resources.  

And there are many. Colleges are increas-

ingly offering new ways of communicating 

with perspective students including: virtual 

campus and departmental tours, virtual 

discussions with small groups of students, 

or even-one-on-one chats, student ambas-

sadors, etc.  Check on a regular basis with 

each college as their offerings are fre-

quently changing. 
 

Our advice is to explore the college, al-

most as if you were there. First, determine 

your specific areas of importance.  Some 

areas include:  
 

Core curriculum - learn of the courses 
required of all students.  Do these courses 
appeal to you?  
 
Specific major/professors - If you know 
your major, meet with a professor to learn 
what makes their program unique, the 
specific courses and other requirements 
necessary to graduate. Does this ap-
proach appeal to you?  
 

Undecided major - If you are unsure of 
your major, learn the details of the college's 
program for undeclared students. 
 
Teaching style – Does the college’s teach-
ing style (e.g. lecture/note taking, class dis-
cussion, student presentations, collabora-
tion with others, laboratory, research, etc.), 
match the way you learn?  
 
Academic intensity - learn of the academic 
intensity at the college and how competitive 
the students are.  Is the environment  
 
Clubs/activities – explore at least two 
clubs/activities of interest and determine 
what makes these activities interesting and 
learn the of the role you can play should you 
attend.  You can do this by arranging to 
“talk” with student ambassadors by phone, 
email, FaceTime, or Zoom.  
 
Experiential learning - What research, in-
ternship and professor interaction opportuni-
ties are there, and how does one get in-
volved in each of these areas? 
 
Sports/performing arts – if these areas 
are of importance, arrange for discussions 
with the appropriate coach or director. You 
can also talk with students who participate 
in the area to lean more about the program 
from a student’s perspective.  Look to deter-
mine the opportunities for you to participate. 
 
Social activity - learn what drives the social 
activity at the college. (e.g. Greek life, sport-
ing events, intramural sports, dorm life, 
etc.). 
 

And paying for college is a huge question 

for parents.  You can still arrange to talk 

with a financial aid representative, to ask 

your many important finance questions.  

(continued on P3) 

 

We are have been asked 

by several PTA’s, libraries 

and community organiza-

tions to develop a         

One-stop Resource Page 

and to conduct Webinars 

on                                            

“How to  

Prepare for College  

During Your  

High School Shutdown” 

Our next Webinar is  

7pm Monday, April 27th  

Register at  

www.ycnavigator.com  

and for access to all our 

important resources  

and a link to the    

Garden City News Article 

“Stay at Home           

Means Get Going            

for College-Admissions” 
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Majoring in Economics 
 Career Paths for         

Economics Majors 

• Economist 
 

• Financial risk analyst 

• Data analyst 

• Financial planner 

• Accountant 

• Economic researcher 

• Financial consultant 

• Investment analyst 

• Actuary 

• Public sector officer 

• Banker 

• Economic planner 

• Stockbroker 

• Business manager 

• Statistician 

• Journalism 

• Entrepreneur 

derstanding of the way the economic 

world works. This understanding can as-

sist in any finance-related industry; profes-

sionals in accounting and the banking in-

dustry often have degrees in economics.  

If a student is interested in policy, he or 

she can become an economic consultant. 

Economic consultants aid companies in 

solving legal disputes or preventing them. 

For example, an economic consultant may 

be used when new taxation laws come 

out. Economic consultants often specialize 

in either helping companies deal with 

competitors, market analysis, or regula-

tion. Majors would have further options in 

the type of company they consult; consul-

tancy firms often focus on one field, such 

as telecommunications or financial ser-

vices. 

Students who are interested in the eco-

nomics of risk may enjoy becoming an 

actuary. Actuaries are concerned with 

measuring and managing risk. They often 

work in fields such as insurance to help 

prevent companies from losing money. 

Majors may also become financial plan-

ners. Financial planners help individuals to 

manage their investments appropriately in 

order to maximize their value over time. 

Financial planning is not an exact science 

as the market is subject to unpredictable 

change. Students may be interested in 

this career if they enjoy working with indi-

viduals. 

Finally, if students wish to become econo-

mists, they should pursue further study. 

Economists develop new methods for 

gathering data in their fields. Their job is 

often to predict the future of the economic 

market or how specific types of companies 

can maximize their profit. 

Do you enjoy analyzing behavior through 

a mathematical lens? Do you invest your 

birthday money in stocks? If so, a major in 

economics might be a match for you. 

A major in economics educates a student 

about how resource allocation, incentives, 

and wealth interact. The program first be-

gins by establishing a base in macroeco-

nomics, microeconomics, and calculus. 

Macroeconomics focuses on large scale 

factors in economics. For example, inter-

est rates and national productivity are con-

sidered in macroeconomics. In contrast, 

microeconomics focuses on the impact of 

individual economic decisions. 

After a student establishes a strong foun-

dation in economics, there are a variety of 

concentrations he or she can take in the 

program. Perhaps the most important 

thing to consider when entering an eco-

nomics program is whether it is a Bachelor 

of Science or a Bachelor of Arts. A BS will 

be more focused on mathematics while a 

BA will often have students use more 

qualitative methods of reasoning. 

Furthermore, depending on a school’s 

offerings and a student’s personal prefer-

ences, a major in economics can be stud-

ied in the context of policy, business prac-

tices, or individual behavior. When choos-

ing a concentration, a student should con-

sider what he or she is most interested in. 

Students who are intrigued by real world 

applications of economics may benefit 

from focusing on policy. Students who 

enjoy higher level mathematics may con-

sider pursuing a doctorate in economics; 

therefore, he or she should take more 

quantitative courses. 

Regardless of the concentration, students 

gain a widely applicable array of skills 

from this major. In addition to a strong 

ability with numbers, students develop 

critical thinking skills and a nuanced un-
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Financial Matters:  Appealing Financial Aid Awards (Updated) 

If your first choice college offers every-

thing you want but the price tag is mak-

ing you waiver, don’t give up hope; 

consider appealing the award.  While 

colleges and universities won’t  encour-

age it, the financial aid officers are em-

powered to make adjustments, if 

deemed warranted.  

To appeal, do the following:  

Do not deposit until you’ve settled the 

financial aid discussion. Once they 

have your money, colleges will be less 

motivated to offer a better deal.  

Be realistic. Show the college that this 

is a partnership that you want to be 

part of, but need just a bit more assis-

tance. Know exactly what you CAN 

afford. If your Expected Family Contri-

bution (EFC) is more than the cost of 

tuition, then make sure that your re-

quest makes sense. Do your home-

work and negotiate in good faith.  

Be informed. Make sure you have re-

searched the specific financial aid poli-

cies at each college before entering 

into a conversation with them. Don’t 

contact a college, touting fabulous 

grades and awesome SAT scores, only 

to find out that the school offers only 

need-based financial aid but gives no 

merit aid awards.  

See if the college offers “preferential 

packaging” – a practice in which they 

will meet a larger share of financial 

need based on the academic stats of 

the student, i.e., stronger grades and 

test scores will receive more money. 

Take a look to see if your test scores 

are in the “middle 50” or in the “top 25.” 

There will be more money at schools 

where the student’s scores raise the 

school’s profile.  

Be prepared. Colleges will generally 

reconsider awards for just two rea-

sons:1) the EFC from the FAFSA (Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid) 

was incorrect due to a change in the 

family’s financial situation because of 

an illness, unemployment or 2) there is 

a competing offer from another college. 

If you plan to mention the competing 

offer, be prepared to fax a copy of the 

award letter to the financial aid office.  

Ask about “second chance” or condi-

tional aid. See if the college is willing to 

add any additional aid if your child pulls 

through senior year with straight A’s. 

Send a letter. Put all of your reasons 

down in writing and ask for a follow-up 

meeting, in person if possible or by 

phone or Zoom.  

Stay cordial and don’t become desper-

ate or melodramatic.  

For the class entering fall of 2020, the 

loss of work due to the COVID-19 virus 

may affect a student’s eligibility for 

need-based aid.  Financial aid adminis-

trators have the authority to make ad-

justments to the financial aid package 

on a case-by-case basis.  They will use 

their professional judgement in cases 

where an employer may close for a 

period of time or if a parent was laid off 

due to the virus.  Documentation will 

be required, but parents should contact 

the financial aid office at their child’s 

college to present their case.  They 

may want to do this for each of their 

child’s top choices, since each college 

administrator may present a different 

package. 

To explore each of these areas and 

others, explore all relevant areas of the 

college’s website. Once you have done 

this, go to some of the dozens of inde-

pendent web sites providing infor-

mation and/or virtual tours of colleges.  

It is important that you obtain different 

perspective on the college.  

We recommend utilizing some of the 

many independent research sites., 

many of which are located in the Re-

search section on our website.  We 

also recommend that you reach out to 

your admission officer and ask them 

for recommendations on how to best 

get information of interest to you.  Be 

aware, too, that many requirements for 

the class of 2021 may change.  Make 

sure that you are on the college’s pro-

spective student list so they will keep 

you informed about changes and or 

meetings.. 
  

Keep in touch with each college as 

things are changing quickly and with 

each passing week, many colleges are 

offering new ways for you to learn 

more about them.  
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In my seminars and webinars, I talk about 
Newton’s First Law – an object in motion 
stays in motion, and an object at rest 
stays at rest, unless acted upon by an 
external force.  The better colleges look 
for students in motion, not students at 
rest.  And while the COVID-19 virus is 
definitely an external force, a key factor in 
the college selection process may very 
well be showing how you remained an 
object in motion during your high school 
shut down.  
 
With the extra time available to each stu-
dent, you have an opportunity to make the 
most of this time.  You can continue to 
build your resume taking the initiative to 
bring together other students in one of 
your current activities.   
 
You can also take advantage of the many 
new learning opportunities that companies 
and educational programs are creating.  
There are courses to take, programs to 
watch, competitions in which to partici-
pate, research opportunities, portfolio im-
provement suggestions, virtual tours to 
experience, technology updates to obtain, 
and languages to learn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

And there are many ways to plan for a 
productive summer despite all of the chal-
lenges.  There are a host of new virtual 
opportunities for you to consider.  These 
include courses to take, competitions in 
which to participate, research opportuni-
ties to explore, and volunteering opportu-
nities.  Now is the time for high schoolers 
to take advantage of all of the opportuni-
ties being offered.  
 
And if you are a current junior, there is no 
better time to research and establish con-
tact with your selected colleges and to 
start working on your college application 
and Common App essay.  Wouldn’t it be 
great if, by the end of your school year, 
you selected your targeted colleges and 
completed most of your applications?   
 
For a list of current opportunities and 
summer programs to explore, as well as 
links to help you conduct your college re-
search, go to our website 
www.ycnavigator.com.  But, first refer to 
our P1 article, “What to Do When You 
Cannot Visit Colleges.” 
 

 Make the Most of Your High School Shutdown 
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