March 2023

Freshmen/Sophomores/Juniors
- Plan a productive summer with
programs, jobs and internships

- Attend one of our informative events:

“The New Rules
of College Admissions in Today's
Challenging Environment!”

March 8 in-person at
Cold Spring Harbor Library

March 20 Virtual Event with
Syosset Library

Go to www.ycnavigator.com
to register for either event

Juniors

- Continue developing, researching
and visiting your target colleges

- Take the SAT on March 11th

April 2023

Juniors
- Visit college campuses
- Prepare for AP Exams

- Take the ACT on April 15th
(register by March 10™)

Seniors

- Compare offers of admission;
revisit top choices if possible

- Evaluate financial aid packages,
consider college funding options

- Notify the colleges that you will
not attend and take some time to
thank those who wrote your letters
of recommendation
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Admissions by design, not chance!

Michael Binder
President and Founder
Phone: 516 367 6625

Selecting High School Classes

Students often struggle when making deci-
sions about which classes to take during
their all-important four years of high
school. How do you choose?

College admission officers review five
parts of an application: standardized test
scores, if required; college essays; recom-
mendations; listing of academic honors
and extracurricular activities; the high
school transcript, covering grades 9-11.
Without question, the most important part
of that review is the students’ complete
academic transcript. When analyzing the
document, the reader may have to first
determine that a student has met that col-
lege’'s minimum course requirements -
typically 3 years of Math, 4 years of Eng-
lish, 2-3 years of Social Sciences, 2-3
years of Sciences and 2-3 years of a for-
eign language/ASL. Assuming that the
applicant has completed those, the prima-
ry focus will be on the strength of the
coursework selected. Admission decisions
rarely hinge on just one aspect of an appli-
cation, such as test scores, but the overall
trends in performance, challenges of
coursework, and grade trajectories are all-
important.

When a high school sends an applicant’s
transcript to a college, it is usually accom-
panied by the School Report. This docu-
ment provides the college with detailed
information about the applicant’s place-
ment within their overall class and the
choices of coursework the applicant had
available each year. Universities want to
see that students have chosen to really
engage in their high school experience,
push themselves to take on increasingly
rigorous coursework and have been suc-
cessful in their endeavors. Why? Because
that is exactly the type of student who will
also excel on a university campus!

The School Report shows whether or not you
had the option of taking an AP course or a
College Prep course, as opposed to a regular
course in any given subject. Admission offic-
ers want you to take full advantage of cours-
es that are available to you. But remember,
they will never expect to see a class on your
transcript that your school does not offer or
require - just try very hard to shine within the
range of opportunities available.

Make sure your transcript reveals your pas-
sions and interests. If you are applying as a
foreign language major, have you taken the
most advanced options available? If you are
applying as a STEM candidate, have you tak-
en the highest level of the Math and Science
courses open to you?

Remember that your high school years are
your way of preparing yourself for the in-
creased challenge of a college classroom.
Take classes that give you a solid foundation
SO you can be ready for college-level math,
writing, and science classes. As you take on
those tough classes, are you also engaging in
activities? Think about showing consistency
in extracurricular choices too. This is the bal-
ance that colleges love to see — consistency,
rigor, determination, dedication and resili-
ence.

High school is the start of your academic jour-
ney, and is your time to explore who you are
and what you want. Make your transcript a
clear indication of your ongoing journey of
self-discovery, your time management abili-
ties, and your areas of academic and person-
al interests. Look for ways to stimulate your
creativity and leadership skills, take risks and
grow. So challenge yourself in and out of the
classroom, try new things and maintain bal-
ance — after all, maybe you’ll find that you
shine even brighter in your Calculus BC class
after you’ve enjoyed painting a peaceful land-
scape in Art class.
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Career Paths for
International Business

Majors

Business analyst

Foreign affairs specialist
International buyer
Management specialist
Bilingual educator

Customs broker
International trade specialist
International marketing spe-
cialist

International banker
Cultural advisor

Import compliance specialist
International economist
International accountant
Corporate trainer

Global sourcing specialist
International financial officer
International consultant
Foreign service officer
Entrepreneur
Translator/Interpreter

Websites such as
www.glassdoor.com and

www.indeed.com are just a cou-

ple of the resources available for
finding jobs and internships in
International Business around

the world.

Focus on Majors: International Business

As our world becomes more connected
through technology and the global market-
place, the demand for workers possessing
degrees in International Business is grow-
ing rapidly. Many domestic corporations
are currently establishing offices over-
seas, and they need culturally competent
and well-trained business people to act as
representatives for their companies. Inter-
national Business graduates are likely to
be responsible for facilitating communica-
tions and business deals; especially need-
ed are those with a high degree of both
expertise in their field and cultural sensitiv-
ity. Successful employees should demon-
strate strong leadership skills, consistently
ethical behavior, and adaptability to rapid-
ly evolving technologies. Put simply, this
career is all about learning how to effec-
tively conduct business on the global
scale.

Although there are certainly many jobs
available to those who earn their Bache-
lors’ degrees in International Business,
obtaining a Master in Business Admin-
istration (MBA) or a Master in International
Management (MIM) takes an additional
one to two years, and increases career
options and access to better paying man-
agement and administrative positions. As
opportunities and salaries increase, the
job market for International Business grad-
uates has become more competitive. In
the past, having an MBA was more than
sufficient to secure a high-paying job but
today, students may want to consider ob-
taining a Doctor of Business Administra-
tion (DBA), equivalent to a PhD, and addi-
tional specialized business certifications.
The DBA is also strongly encouraged for
those who are interested in careers in re-
search or academics.

There are many job options for students
who wish to pursue degrees, particularly
advanced degrees, in this field. You can
work in an overseas corporate office, in
which case it is important to consider how
you feel about extensive travel abroad,
often with long and/or odd hours. There
are jobs available in the government sec-

tor in fields such as education, healthcare,
and aerospace. Another option is consult-
ing, usually in the short-term, within spe-
cific areas of business such as banking,
law, technology, and international trade.
Working as an international accountant,
which often requires an MBA and specific
accounting licensure qualifications, in-
volves expertise in tax law and currency
exchanges, along with an understanding
of how to read and create financial state-
ments, in the format required by other
countries and their respective laws. An
international economist studies the mar-
ket, analyzes trends, and makes projec-
tions about countries that companies are
doing business with overseas. Interna-
tional banking is another lucrative field
with excellent job prospects, because of
emerging international markets. Jobs are
available within domestic banks that hold
foreign accounts and in internationally
owned institutions that do business in the
United States.

Students majoring in International Busi-
ness can expect to take classes in man-
agement, economics, business law, inter-
national finance, foreign languages, inter-
national marketing, and international oper-
ations. Becoming proficient in a second
language, and possessing a high degree
of knowledge about software programs
and their constantly-evolving technologies,
are considered crucially valuable skills in
today’s market.

This major is best suited for students who
are interested in business, travelling, and
learning about other cultures and lan-
guages. It helps to be flexible, a strong
communicator, and good with numbers.
You should possess an excellent under-
standing of multicultural business etiquette
and world affairs. There is a fast-growing
demand for professionals in this field, and
above-average job growth projected over
the next decade, so majoring in Interna-
tional Business could be the first step to-
wards having a successful and fulfilling
career.

Prepared especially for our clients and their families. The information included in this newsletter is general and does not constitute educational, financial, accounting, legal, or other
professional advice. Although it is intended to be accurate, neither the publisher nor any other party assumes liability for loss or damage due to reliance on the material contained
herein. Copyright © 20223 by The College Advisor, Inc. All rights reserved.
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https://www.glassdoor.com/Job/international-business-jobs-SRCH_KO0,22.htm
http://www.indeed.com
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Financial Matters: Comparing Financial Aid Packages

If you've applied for financial aid and
filed all the paperwork by the appropri-
ate deadline, an award letter outlining a
college’s offer of financial assistance
should arrive close on the heels of your
notification of acceptance. Here’s a
guide to understanding what that pack-
age really means.

The bottom line in comparing financial
aid packages is the final cost of your
education to you and your family. Since
the total cost of education varies for
each college, you’ll need to compare
your packages in terms of several fac-
tors. First, compare the ratio of grants
(gift money) to loans for each school.

Navigating the Waitlist

Colleges continue to increase the use
of waitlists in order to manage their
enrollment. Formerly, the wait list
served as a safety net for colleges, as-
suring them of extra candidates if the
number of students who accepted their
offer of admission fell below their ex-
pectations. Now, however, colleges
appear to be using the wait list as a
way of increasing their yields and thus
their rankings.

It has become pretty typical for a selec-
tive college that accepts 2,000 appli-
cants in hopes of enrolling 500 stu-
dents to offer another 2,000 well-
qualified students places on the wait
list. Of these, a quarter are likely to
accept a spot. What should you do
now if you are one of the hopeful appli-
cants who has been wait-listed at your
dream school?

First, you need to understand that this

Packages with larger grants than loans
are obviously more desirable. Next,
consider how much you and your fami-
ly are expected to contribute and com-
pare this amount to your total grant
award. Are you and your family com-
fortable with this Expected Family Con-
tribution? Will you be able to provide
the expected amount?

Now, compare loan types offered and
their terms. The most desirable loans
are federal direct student loans with
low, deferred interest; these loans do
not have to be repaid until after you
have completed your education. Pri-
vate, unsubsidized family or student
loans generally require that repayment
begins within sixty days of receipt of
funds. Even when offered loans as
part of your financial aid package, you
are free to decline them.

Most financial aid packages also in-
clude work-study. Keep in mind that
you are also free to decline this type of
aid; although there may be significant

is not a denial of admission; instead,
the college is letting you know that they
consider you a good candidate and
would like to accept you if room allows.
Since students on the wait list are gen-
erally not ranked, you need to get the
attention of admissions in order to be
admitted. How do you do that?

First, respond quickly affirming your
continued interest in the college and
your desire to remain on the wait list.
Follow up with a call or letter to the
admissions officer who was your pri-
mary reader. This is generally the indi-
vidual who has been assigned to your
school or region. Check the website or
call admissions if you are not sure who
this is. Your contact with the regional
representative should reaffirm your
interest in attending and restate the
qualities that you bring to campus. If
this is your top choice for college, let
the rep know.

benefits to work-study employment,
some students prefer to find their own
jobs on or near campus, outside of the
work-study program .

Call the college’s financial aid office to
learn how outside scholarships may
affect your financial aid package.
While some colleges allow students to
use these in place of loans, other col-
leges subtract this amount from any
grant aid that you've been awarded.
Ask, too, if you are likely to be awarded
a similar package in succeeding years,
assuming family finances remain at the
same level. Some parts of your pack-
age may not be renewable, and this
could affect your cost of attendance in
subsequent years.

The final decision about college choice
is a family decision, made by weighing
numerous factors to determine the best
choice for all of you.  With skyrocket-
ing college costs, finances may rightly
count heavily in your final college se-
lection.

Next, update your file with any addi-
tional awards, honors, new grades or
experiences. A visit to campus can
help too. Be sure to make an appoint-
ment to speak with your admissions
rep during that visit.

If you will not need much (or ideally
any) financial aid to attend that college,
let the college know in writing that your
family is able to handle your college
expenses.

Be prepared to make a quick decision
on attending if you get a phone call
offering you a place in the class. Gen-
erally, colleges will expect a verbal yes
within 24-48 hours after offering you a
place. Only then will the offer become
official. If you do choose to attend
Wait List U, you'll need to withdraw
your previous enrollment at your sec-
ond choice college. Be aware that you
will probably forfeit any deposits you’'ve
paid to that institution.
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Post-College Visit Checklist and Review

Last month we reviewed the best ways to
visit a college. After visiting, it is easy to
lose track of each experience. A simple
way for students and parents to keep
track of all the schools that they visit is to
keep a Post-College Visit Checklist and
Summary. Giving a grade with details
to various campus and classroom facilities
helps students differentiate between col-
leges.

Include in the College Visit Summary any-
thing noteworthy (positive or negative),
about your experience.

And then, give each college an Overall
Grade

Then assess if you can see yourself going
to this school for at least 4 years. Why or
why not?.

College is a significant investment for stu-
dents and parents. Be sure to taking full
advantage of your college visits. Identify-
ing which school(s) would be a best fit for
the student is the key goal of this checklist
and summary.

For example give A+ through F grades on
the following:

Campus & Grounds

Dorms

Library

Dining Options

Gym

Classrooms & Labs

Teaching Environment
Strength of Programs of Interest
Size of Classes

Intensity/Rigor of Classes
Meeting w/Professor (name & subject)
Social Activity Drivers

Greek Life

Clubs & Activities (which ones)
Diversity

Career Center

Study Abroad Programs
Internships

Research Opportunities
Campus Safety

Campus Transportation

Off-Campus Activities



